[bookmark: _5erx5d6s4b1o]Manoa Elementary PTO Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, May 13, 2026

President: Kristen Osborne 
Vice President: Erin Canuso 
Recognition Secretary: Elizabeth Marshaleck
Corresponding Secretary: Katie Mummey
Treasurer: Kevin Moran 
Recording Secretary: Maggie Fox

In Attendance: Joe Mignone, Elena Alma, Nicole Bumbaugh, Jason Hewitt, Tracey Serafin, Megan Martino, MaryAlice Hartsock, Leah Hoffman, Anny Laepple, Kiley Cappello, Courtney Liptock, Lori DiPaul, Mr. Robarge (1st Grade Teacher), Dr. Adelizzi (Principal) 

Dr. Adelizzi Updates:  
· Mustang Mile: Dr. Adelizzi expressed gratitude for a fantastic and successful Mustang Mile, noting that it was a wonderful community-building event.
· Field Trips: End-of-year field trips are well underway. A special thank you was extended to the numerous parent chaperones; these trips would not be possible without their continued support.
· Field Day: Excitement is building for the upcoming Field Day events.
· 5th Grade Residency Verification: A reminder was issued for families of 5th graders transitioning to Haverford Middle School. Residency reverification is required for enrollment. Please contact Ebony with any questions or for assistance with this process.
· End-of-Year Guidance: As the school year winds down with many exciting events and changes, staff and families are encouraged to maintain consistent routines and structures to support the students through these transitions.

Mr Robarge updates: 
· Shared thanks for Teacher Appreciation week and PTO support given throughout the whole year.  Teachers  appreciated being outside for the luncheon.  

Approval of April Meeting Minutes: 1st: Elena Alma, 2nd: Tracey Serafin

Budget: Kevin Moran  
· It has been an incredibly strong year for PTO community programming overall, highlighting the success of the Fall Block Party, Winterfest, and other fundraising events such as the Panera dine-out
· Membership & Dues: The PTO will initiate a major push to encourage more family members to submit their annual dues.
· Spirit Wear: the PTO will plan to push out spirit wear merchandise in smaller, rolling batches 

Variety Show: Kristen Osborne
· It was a huge success that brought joy to all of the kids participating.  Thanks to everyone who helped run the event.

Mustang Mile: Erin Canuso 
· Fundraising Success: The Mustang Mile was a highly successful fundraising effort with a great team working on it. The final amount raised reached $24,000+ (plus corporate sponsorships), officially exceeding last year's totals. A huge thank you to everyone in the community who contributed and supported this campaign.
· Prize Distribution: For students who earned prizes but were unable to attend the event, the remaining items are being distributed directly into teacher mailboxes this week.
· Grand Prize Reward: As a reward for the school's fundraising achievements, Phang, the Philadelphia Union mascot, is scheduled to visit the school on Thursday, June 4th.
· Principal for a Day: A huge congratulations to the three students who each raised over $1,000 for the school and earned the "Principal for a Day" reward!
Teacher appreciation: Elizabeth Marshaleck  
· Thanks to all of the parents for their help and generous donations.  Everything went really well. 

Nominations: Anny Laepple
· We had nominations and acceptances in all categories 
· New PTO Board Introductions:  
· President: Maggie Fox
· Vice President: Kevin Moran
· Treasurer: Jenni Dziewit
· Corresponding Secretary: Stephanie Meraklis
· Recognitions Secretary: Courtney Liptock 
· Recording Secretary: Megan Martino 

Yearbooks: Erin Sarson
· Friday (5/15)  is last day to order yearbooks 
· The yearbook went to the publisher a month ago
· We had a good turnout of pre orders + 5th grade yearbooks 

Outgoing 5th Grade Parent Recognitions: Kristen Osborne
· Library Book Dedication Tradition: The PTO maintained its annual tradition of dedicating a library book in honor of departing 5th-grade parents who have served on the Executive Board or chaired committees during their time at the school.
· Honored Volunteers: This year, we are recognizing the following parents in recognition of their years of outstanding service and leadership:
· Nicole Bumbaugh
· Kylie Capello
· Leah Hoffman
· Erin Canuso
· Lori DiPaul
· Kathy Temple (Fundraising Chair)
· Brooke Grohol (Sponsorship Coordinator)
· Expressions of Gratitude: The Board extended its deepest thanks to these individuals. Each has played a vital role over the years, and their dedication is a primary reason why the Manoa PTO remains such a positive, impactful, and community-centered organization. They will be greatly missed as they transition to middle school!
· Nicole Bumbaugh detailed her history of volunteering at Manoa. She served on the board for 5 years including Recognitions Secretary which was Coordinating Secretary at the time and later split to two positions, Treasurer, and President.  She considers her greatest accomplishments to be Field Day and The Mustang Mile.  When more money was needed, Nicole and Erin Canuso started the Mustang Mile and cumulatively raised over $100,000 since the start.  When Nicole started, the playground had come from Old Manoa.  The money raised was able to fund swings, a climbing structure, and a gaga pit.  Nicole helped to make field day an all day event for the kids so everyone was able to experience a PTO event.  Tee shirts were provided to all students.  Nicole made it her mission to affect all Manoa students while serving on the PTO.  
· Leah Hoffman: She has been involved with the PTO since Harper was in 1st Grade.  Leah started as Recording Secretary and then served as VP with Nicole.  Leah chaired the Fall Block Party rain or shine back when we had the cow, Family Bingo Night, and Young Writer’s Day Lunch.  She served as 5th grade coordinator, and set up unity day shirts.  She also chaired the Yearbook, and Manoa Madness. Leah expressed all of this was so fun.  It was so good to see the kids out and about doing things.  Kristen Osborne added how Leah goes out of her way to include everyone.  
· Kylie Cappello: Kylie was President of the PTO for a year.  She expressed her favorite thing was chipping in wherever there were holes.  Kylie chaired the outdoor portion of Field Day and said how it sparked so much joy to see that every child was able to have a shirt.  
· Lori DiPaul: While her kids were here, she tried to get involved and signed up for everything including chairing assemblies.  Lori reflected that Manoa families are special families and this PTO is a special group of people.  
· Erin Canuso: When the position of Corresponding Secretary opened, she couldn’t say no.  She continued on as the Vice President and will miss the Mustang Mile.  
End of Year 5th grade: Erin Canuso
· 5th Grade Yard Signs: Commemorative yard signs are ready and available for pickup.
· Unity Day (Wednesday, 5/27): Unity Day is quickly approaching. The volunteer signup link has been sent out, and parents are encouraged to check their email to secure a spot to help.
· 5th Grade Picnic (Monday, 6/8): Planning is underway for the annual 5th-grade picnic. The committee is requesting parent volunteers to help run a "mini Field Day" specifically designed for the 5th graders during the picnic.
· 5th Grade Pool Party (Thursday, 6/11): The signup and registration link for the end-of-year pool party was distributed this past Thursday.
· Class Gift: The 5th-grade class gift is finalized! Students will be receiving custom beach towels, which are scheduled to be distributed this week.
· Photo Collection Drive: Leah has the master list of 5th-grade parents and will be sending out a dedicated email blast. She is in need of photo submissions for end-of-year keepsakes, so parents are asked to please check their email and send in pictures as soon as possible.
 
Rita’s Fundraiser: Maggie Fox
· Thursday 5/28 from 4:00-7:00 PM at Rita’s 500 W Chester Pike 

Field Day: Nicole Bumbaugh
· The obstacle course has been officially ordered and confirmed for Field Day.  
· Elena Alma and Colleen Cozzi will be overseeing the lunch coordination.
· Volunteer Opportunities: Additional parent volunteers are still needed to step in as readers, craft leaders, and helpers to distribute water ice. Please look out for the upcoming signup link to assist.
· Pie the Principal: As part of the fundraising Mustang Mile rewards, students will get the exciting opportunity to pie Dr. Adelizzi.
· A massive shoutout to Maggie Bieter, who was masterful in coordinating, organizing, and managing the distribution of this year's t-shirts.
· Special thanks to Mr. Davidson for being an incredible contributor and maintaining such a supportive presence throughout the planning process.
· The committee extends a warm thank you to all the parents, staff, and volunteers who have pitched in to make these end-of-year events possible.
Intradistrict Council: Joe Mignone 
· The PTO extended their sincere thanks to Joe for his contributions.
· At the last IDC Meeting, Jen Saksa presented a comprehensive curriculum update.
· Kim McKay from the School Board was in attendance to share district updates.
· Facilities Update: Mr. Hayes reported that a new facility reservation system will launch on July 1.
· "Unleveling" Process: Feedback on the unleveling initiative has been overwhelmingly positive, and the district plans to continue moving forward with this approach.
· Wit & Wisdom:
· Teachers are reporting strong academic growth, including higher-quality student writing, a reduced need for heavy scaffolding, and deeper classroom conversations around complex topics.
· Q&A: A question was raised regarding whether the topics in Wit & Wisdom are predetermined. Response: Yes, the curriculum includes four set modules. The school typically covers three out of the four modules, maintaining consistency across classrooms.
· Gifted Education: Starting in 3rd grade, gifted support teachers will begin utilizing a "push-in" model to work directly inside the general education classrooms.
· Technology Guidelines: The district is emphasizing the highly intentional use of technology, ensuring devices are never used simply as a placeholder or "babysitter" for students. 
· High School Block Scheduling & AP Classes: IDC Meeting addressed parent concerns regarding how block scheduling affects Advanced Placement (AP) classes—specifically, the potential disadvantage for students who take an AP course in the fall but do not take the standardized AP exam until May.
· Data & Solutions: District data currently shows no negative impact on test scores due to the block scheduling. To further support students, the high school offers end-of-year review sessions and is exploring options to split certain AP schedules so they run year-round.
· Curriculum Audit Cycle: Discussions are underway to extend the standard 6-year subject audit cycle to an 8-year cycle to allow for better, more thorough implementation of newly adopted programs.
· Mr. Robarge clarified that 1st-grade students utilize Chromebooks strictly for Zearn Math, limited to approximately 15 minutes every few days.
· Middle School Transition: Nicole Bumbaugh expressed concern regarding the transition from minimal screen time in elementary school to the heavily digital, computer-based environment of the middle school, questioning if students will feel unprepared for the shift.
End of Year Teacher Collections: Kristen Osbone
· Homeroom Gift Collections: Homeroom parents are currently organizing and offering coordinated end-of-year gift collections for individual classroom teachers.
· Non-Classroom Teacher Collections: To ensure all staff members are recognized, the Manoa PTO will be managing a separate collection for staff members who are not assigned to a specific homeroom (such as specials teachers and support staff). This ensures the entire school team is celebrated for their hard work this year.

Track Meet: Kristen Osborne
· Tents have been made available for the event. Attendees are strongly encouraged to bring their own coolers with water if they plan on attending.
· Student Bag Storage: A logistical clarification was made regarding why students are leaving their bags overnight. With 145 students currently participating in track, the high school does not have a designated, secure space to safely store that volume of bags during the day.
· The PTO has generously provided water and soft pretzels for the athletes. Please note that no soft pretzels will be distributed until after the track meet concludes to ensure kids are able to run.  

