
Manoa PTO Meeting Minutes
November 12, 2025

In Attendance 
President: Kristen Osborne 
Vice President: Erin Canuso 
Recognition Secretary: Elizabeth Marshaleck
Corresponding Secretary: Katie Mummey
Treasurer: Kevin Moran, not in attendance
Recording Secretary: Maggie Fox

Andrea Martin, Jake Frayne, Anny Laepple, Joe Mignone, MaryAlice Hartsock, Jason Hewitt, Colleen Cozzi, Elena Alma, Nicole Bumbaugh, Jenni Dziewit, Lea Ruggiero, Megan Martino, Mrs. Cirillo (Second Grade teacher), Dr. Adelizzi (Principal) 

Introductions 

Kristen Osborne: Shared thanks to everyone for being here.  PTO events are a group effort and we create a family feel at all of our events with a lot of help from you.  The PTO Board sees and appreciates everyone involved

Faculty Updates: Mrs. Cirillo
Shared thanks to everyone for always supporting the teachers, especially now. She showed appreciation for the treats (in the faculty lounge) and for Young Writer’s Day.   
Elizabeth Marshaleck gave Mrs. Ciriollo a gift for attending the meeting 

Dr. Adelizzi: 
The show out for the Halloween parade was unbelievable 
She shared thanks for Young Writer’s Day
Thank you to Mrs. Cirillo and her husband Joe for having 17 Veterans come to Manoa for Veteran’s Day.  Class visits happened for third, fourth and fifth grade classes.  One of the veterans who spoke in Mrs. Mazzella’s class brought his father’s letter to his mother on the day World War II Ended.  The kids were glued to this story.  
The Center for Model Schools-  Research shows that involved families are critical to successful schools and that wouldn't be possible without you.  
American Education Week will take place during Morning Meeting so families can see Responsive Classroom.  You can find the link to signup in the Manoa Messenger.  It is okay to split time between different classrooms if needed.  
Responsive Classroom is a national model for building school community, including rules and kid voice.  It standardizes expectations in each classroom so we are all using the same wording for things (“Recharge your Battery Station,” hand signals to use the bathroom all standardized).  Ms. Henry and Mrs. Gray are our Responsive Classroom Trainers.  
Conferences– Everyone should have received a link to signup, if you need flexibility please let us know.    
Breakfast- We have 250-280 kids getting served breakfast each day.  We are working with the head of food services to get kids through the breakfast line faster.  
Mrs. Cirillo added that the unused food from breakfast is saved for classroom snacks.  
Jenni Dziewit said you can check on the School Cafe app to see if your child is getting breakfasts 

October Minutes Approval 
First: Jake Frayne 
Second: Elena Alma  

Budget: Kristen Osborne 
Young Writer’s Day-  We spent $2,700 on paid authors (24 came).  We had a two session assembly which was $600.  A total of $3300 total went out for this event.  Family donations were so appreciated! 
Disney on Ice- We have 40 seats on hold for the lower level on Saturday and 45 seats on hold for the upper level on Sunday.  If all of these sell, PTO nets $300.  We started small so right now $7,000 won’t be spent and $7,200 won’t be brought in.  However the net will still be $200-400.  
Reimbursements to homeroom parents come through the mail
Trunk or treat- $500 was budget, only $272 was spent
Budget is on track for an amazing year 

Committee Chairs: Erin Canuso
Megan Martino volunteered to take over Family Dance Night
Winterfest is coming up- the board has stepped up to run it alongside Mandy
Thank you all volunteers! 

Trunk or Treat: Andrea Martin
It was a great turn out, 16 trunks signed up and about 200 kids came.  We had great donations with high monetary donations.  
Andrea shared thanks to the families who donated and shared appreciation for Anny Laepple for helping at the event
Kristen thanked Andrea, Elizabeth Marshaleck gave her a gift 

The Giving Tree Community Service: Kristen Osborne
Kristen expressed gratitude to everyone for their donations.  She was brought to tears with not only how positive of an impact we made, but also how we came together and pulled this off in a week.  
We collected 400-500 donations of applesauce and mac and cheese.  Everything was evened out by venmo donations that kept coming until 10:00 the day of the event.  We filled 850 full belly bags.
Parents & children volunteered and were put to work.  Maggie Bieter and Kristen Osborne drove the donations down and they were so grateful.  

Young Writers day: MaryAlice Hartsock & Jenni Dziewit
It was a wonderful day- we had 24 writers who came in as school started.  They were offered coffee & settled. Fourth and fifth grade students were able to escort writers to their classrooms.  
Kindergarten and grades 1 and 2 had 1 writer; Grades 3-5 had 2 writers
We offered both teachers and writers lunch consisting of donations.  The catering was from Giant.  Leftovers were brought to the police station.  MaryAlice shared thanks to everyone who donated and helped out.  
The assembly with Mr. Boom boom was fun and included a lot of student participation 
Kristen Osborne shared that Nicole Bumbaugh is the Young Writer’s Day coordinator for all 5 schools in the district.  We are super appreciative of Nicole! 
Jenni shared there was positive feedback from the writers on our students.
We are asking for more teacher responses to the event.  We will be putting thank you notes teachers can write in their mailboxes.

Veteran’s Day: Kristen Osborne
The Veterans coming into the kid’s classes is very special and appreciated.  Kristen noted that more stars for the hallway may be brought in if teachers sent the stars home with the students rather than asking families to print.  
Jenni Dziewit suggested that directions be changed away from naming a specific Veteran and that it should be made clear you don’t need to have a specific person to thank for this project.

Winter Parties: Elena Alma
Halloween parties went well, we had no complaints 
We have a good amount of volunteers for winter parties.  Elena reminded everyone to get clearances in.  
Colleen Cozzi reminded people to check spam folders- sometimes homeroom parent emails end up there 
Let us know if you haven’t heard from your Homeroom Parent 
We will resend the Google form to teachers to update their favorite things wishlist.
Thank you to Nicole & Elena! 

IDC: Joe Mignone 
We met with Dr. Hayes and spoke about board changes being implemented and future plans regarding schools
Currently, the School Board meets as a committee as a whole with 2 meetings per month.  This is a decrease from before (4 meetings a month).    There is a 1 hour action meeting with discussion and updates, and a 3.5 hour workshop.  Everything is done with more intent and focus. 
The School Board moved from 3 to 4 committees including: Facilities, Finance, Academics, and Policy. 
The Chairs are now known as Liaisons.  Chair is indicative of governing and directing whereas liaison is more about discussing.  
Everyone can ask questions or expand discussion 
Looking to make a more equitable experience for students in the school district by finding the best policies from all the elementary schools to use, while still using each individual schools identity 
Curriculum Nights are coming soon!  
Kristen Osborne suggested curriculum nights are filmed 
Jenni Dziewit talked about lice being a hot topic and something that could be discussed at the December IDC Meeting.  Look out for a survey for feedback and questions our representatives can ask.

PTO Meeting Guests: Erin Canuso 
Erin asked if people would be interested in The Lice Lady coming to a PTO Meeting
MaryAlice said the lice lady is amazing and puts you at ease.  Her philosophy is that you need to be checking for lice regularly.  She talks to you about what products that do and don’t work.  
Dr. Adelizzi said the current state law governs what we can do about lice.  You cannot ask parents to pick their kids up for lice.  There are limits to saying a kid has lice in a certain class.  
Erin asked for feedback about any other topics to bring to our meetings.  It could be anything.  Examples- internet safety.  Let us know! 

Winterfest: Kristen Osborne
Thanked Mandy Gunlefinger for handling the vendors.  We are sold out!  We have amazing vendors including 2 food trucks coming.  
The PTO Board is finalizing details and putting them in motion.  Stay tuned for further communications. 
Volunteers will be needed.  We will break down time so it will be an hour at a time and you can still enjoy the event with your children. 
Manoa Choir & 7th Heaven from Haverford Middle School will be performing 
MaryAlice asked for volunteers who live in a prominent area to have a lawn sign advertising the event.  Let us know! 

Sponsorship: Kristen Osborne
Be on the lookout for opportunities!  Open to both individual families and business owners.  We will promote you as a sponsor at our events.  

Recognition: Elizabeth Marshaleck
Tomorrow is our faculty lounge takeover for World Kindness Day
A holiday treat for Manoa staff will be provided for by the PTO on 12/19
Elizabeth is looking for volunteers to help with faculty lounge takeovers.  Reach out to eleemarsh@gmail.com

Upcoming: Kristen Osborne
January 14- next PTO Meeting
January 19-  MLK Day of Service 
February 6- Family Dance Night 










